To: Yale Class of 1960
From: Lingel Hart Winters ‘60
Subject: Our Legacy of John Hart — Yale’s First Graduate

John Hart — Yale’s first and sole graduate in 1703 was the
grandson of Deacon Stephen Hart, my grandfather Claude
Hart’s ancestor, who came to the colonies in 1632 from
Braintree, England. Hartford, Conn was named from “the ford
he discovered and used in crossing the Connecticut River at a
low stage of the water.” (Genealogical History of Deacon
Stephen Hart and His Descendants p.40).

After Yale, John Hart left in 1705 to enter the ministry as
the first pastor of the Congregational Church, in East Guilford,
CT, now Madison, CT., where my roommate Blake Bidwell and
his wife Helen live and who also have early Connecticut ties.
John Hart is buried in the Madison cemetery along with two of
his wives who predeceased him, and his famous chair (see
attached) is today located in Connecticut’s Henry Whitfield
Museum in Guilford CT, now Madison. (See Oviatt, “The
Beginnings of Yale” pp. 234-236.).



JOHN HART - YALE’S FIRST BACHELOR’S DEGREE GRADUATE

- _ “Young John Hart...rode down from Cambridge, where he had just finished
his sophomore year at Harvard. Oviatt. Thus, John Hart became “the first actual student in
the College who was advanced to the honor of a Bachelor’s Degree...” Biographical
Sketches of the Graduates Of Yale College October 1701--May, 1745, Franklin Bowditch
Dexter, Henry Holt & Co. 1885. He was the son of the Farmington train-band captain
and former Speaker of the Connecticut Lower House, and was evidently recalled from
Harvard by his father to encourage the Connecticut experiment, if not for other reasons.”
After Daniel Hooker of Farmington resigned, “[h]is place was then taken by John Hart,
the former Harvard Sophomore and single graduate of the Collegiate School [of

~ Connecticut] in 1703 [at Saybrook], who became Tutor to the two lower classes and, by
virtue of his office, “Sir Hart” to the scholars and Killingworth townspeople.” The
Collegiate School was later named Yale after Elihu Yale’s famous gift to the college.

“While this young Tutor was preparing for his own degree of B.A. in 1702-1703, he

received no pay for his services. He could, however, collect fines for disobediences to
the Trustees’ regulations, and I surmise that it was in some measure due to this fact that
the records for that year show that there were ‘discontents in some of the students for the
time being, in relation to the present tutor.” This uprising—the first Yale student
rebellion,--was promptly squelched by the Trustees, who upheld Sir Hart and tendered
him their thanks for his hitherto service and 50 Pounds in country pay for such work in
the School as he should thereafter do.” As a result, John also became the first Yale

- bursary student. He left in 1705 to enter the ministry in East Guilford (now Madison)...”

(The Beginnings of Yale, Oviatt at p. 234-236).

Tutor John Hart’s Chair has been preserved. It is depicted in the following drawing
found at p. 236 of Oviatt:
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John Hart’s chair is located in Connecticut’s Henry Whitfield State Museum in Guilford,
CT. and bears the following description: “Corner Chair -18" Century. Also known as
aroundabout. This example features a rush seat and three types of wood — maple, curly
maple, and ash. It belonged to Reverend John Hart (1682-1731), the first graduate of

Yale College 1703 and the first pastor of East Guilford (Madison) Congregational Church
from 1707 to 1731.”



“The earliest Collegiate School diploma granted for a Bachelor’s degree that has been

preserved [in the Yale Library] is that of John Hart of the Class of 1703. It reads:
‘Omnibus et Singulis Has praesentes perlecturis Salutem in Deo. Vobis Notum sit,
quod Johannem Hart Candidatum, Primu in Artibus gradem competentum, tam
probavimus, quam approbavimus: quem Examine sufficiente praevio approbatum,
Nobis placet Titulo graduq Artium Liberalium Baccalaurei: adornare et condecorare.
Cuj Hoc Instrumentum in membrano scriptum Testimonium sit. A Gymnasio
Academico Connecticutensi

17 Calend. Octobr, 1703.

Abrah. Pierson, Rect., Moses Noyes, Thomas Buckingham, Noadiah Russell, Inspectors”

(Oviatt at p. 258 fn.1).

In May, 1703, the General Court allowed some of the members of Rector Pierson’s
parish ““to provide a minister and build a meeting-house and be a society by
themselves;” and the natural result of their relation to Rector Pierson was that his first
graduated student and present assistant-teacher was the first minister of this colony from
Killingworth parish. By 1705 the people had built their meeting-house and a dwelling-
house for a pastor; before the close of the same year Mr. Hart began to preach to them.”
In 1706, Mr. Hart was formally called and granted 25 acres of land near the center of East
Guilford village, which he accepted in 1707 when he was ordained and where he served
as minister until his death in 1731.

Rev. Hart married Rebecca Hubbard who died in 1715 at the age of 23; he then married
Sarah Bull who died in 1719 at the age of 31. He subsequently married Mary Hooker of
Guilford, Conn, who survived him, dying in 1756 at the age of 62. The deaths of two of
his wives at such young ages shows how fragile life was in the colonies at that time.

John Hart himself ( 1682-1731) only lived to be 49.

The Rev. Thomas Ruggles, Jr. (Y.C. 1723), in his History of Guilford says of “the Reyv.
and Learned Mr. John Hart” that “He proved one of the first Eminence of preachers in his
Day.” Biographical Sketches of the Graduates Of Yale College October 1701--May,
1745, Franklin Bowditch Dexter, Henry Holt & Co. 1885. John Hart was the grandson of
Deacon Stephen Hart, who emigrated from Braintree, England in 1632, and after whom
Hartford was named, derived from Hart’s ford across the Connecticut River. Deacon
Stephen Hart and His Descendants 1632-1875, Alfred Andrews, pub. Austin Hart, New
Britain , Conn.



